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Durand residents enjoy their regular day trips.  

Recent outings include a trip to Flamboro Downs (above)  

and the Beacon Harbourside Inn inJordan. 
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Move to Durand is a positive one for these new residents 

One of the highlights of the day is when Dorothy 

Leveque sits down to play the piano. Her fellow 

residents drift in to the piano lounge, sit down and enjoy 

her impromptu concerts. Dorothy, who moved to Durand 

in 2010, can read music but she plays from memory.  
òI had lessons for 5 years. My dream was to play like the 

pianist Paul Daniels who would play at the old Right 

House at Christmas time. My life has always been about 

music. I have played piano for churches, fashion shows, 

senior citizens and at hospitals.ó 
The daughter of a Baptist minister and a home-maker, 

Dorothy has two children, four grandchildren and four 
great-grandchildren.  She was married to her husband William for 30 years before he died.  
Apart from raising a family, Dorothy has held several interesting jobs. òI have driven taxis, buses and 

have been a chauffeur. I enjoyed driving and I always met interesting people.ó For a time she owned 

and operated Momõs Caf® in Guelph. She has also worked as a hairdresser and in a management 

position at Gay Lea foods for 11 years.  
Her volunteer activities include delivering for Meals on Wheels, doing hair for sick people and acting 

as treasurer at her church.  
Initially Dorothy came for a tour of Durand just to see what retirement living offered. Shortly after 

that tour she suffered a stroke and a heart attack. òThe decision was made right then. I did not feel I 

could really take care of myself properly so I made the move.ó Fortunately, she has recovered well 

and is able to drive once again. 

òI like the food here. The residents and staff are wonderful to me.ó 
__________________________________________________________________________

Fred Barlow recently moved to Durand and says he couldnõt be happier. òItõs incredible here. I feel 

at ease with the staff and other residents. I consider them to be friends.ó I really enjoy the activities, 

he adds. òWe had a bus trip to Niagara Falls at Christmas. Every day there is something to do if you 

want to participate. We have trivia, physiotherapy, cross-words, Scrabbleñitõs a great way to meet 

the other residents. In 2006, Fred retired from Dofasco 

after almost 35 years. òI drove a C tech transporter,ó he 

said, laughing òin other words, I drove heavy equipment.ó 

His volunteer work involved 25 years in scouting, coaching 

minor sports, 10 years with the Lions Club and stints as 

the Limeridge Mall Santa Claus.  
One thing Fred is happy about is that Durand chef Rhonda 

has helped him adjust his diet to lose weight. òIõve learned 

how to eat properly and I love to have my grandson in for 

a meal here.ó Fred says that his room fits everything he 

needs, maintenance requests are promptly dealt with and 

housekeeping and laundry are great,ó he said, adding òAll 

these things make it my home.ó 
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Durandõs Christmas party 

featured entertainment by 

the Grand River Steel 

Band (left). Volunteers 
Jamie Howarth (centre) 

and Bill Saltarelli (far right) 

pictured with Madelaine 

Steller-Cain helped make 

the evening a success. 

 
Resident Sheila Avery 

plays with the birds from  
Parrotdice Party. In late 

November new residents 

enjoyed a special 

welcome lunch and the 

opportunity to mingle 

with  the Durand staff 

and their new neighbors.  

 

Every fall residents  
take a trip to the Gage 

Park greenhouses to see 

the colorful Mum Show. 

Afterwards they enjoy 

lunch at the Tally Ho 

restaurant and visit  

Dymentõs Farm in Dundas 

to see the fall harvest. 

Parties and day trips make Durand a fun place to be 

 The Beacon Harbourside 

Inn in Jordan is a popular 

destination where 

residents enjoy lunch 

while overlooking Lake 

Ontario. Each February 

Durand staff and 

residents buy a heart for 

the annual Heart and 

Stroke campaign. 


